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Communication 
Communicate in  
languages other  
than English 

Connections  
Connect with  
other disciplines  
and acquire  
information 

       

Comparisons 
         Develop 

insight into the 
nature of language 

and culture 

        
         Communities 

Participate in  
multilingual 

 communities at home 
and around the world 

 

Cultures 
Gain knowledge and 

understanding of 
other cultures 

ACTFL standards  
“the 5 Cs” 
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CULTURES 
Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 

 2.1    Students demonstrate an 

understanding of the relationship 

between the practices and 

perspectives of the culture                    

studied. 



CULTURES 
Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 

 2.2    Students demonstrate an 

understanding of the relationship 

between the products and 

perspectives of the culture                    

studied. 





PRODUCTS 
Cultures: Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 

 Examples of cultural products 
– Concrete aspects of daily life 

• Tools, foods, laws, games, etc.  

– Tangible and intangible 
• Paintings, monuments, work of 

literature 

• An oral tale, a sacred ritual,                                                                            
a system of education 

– Inventions and innovations 
• foods, gadgets, forms of  

 transportation, processes, etc. 

– Aesthetic expressions 
• music, literature, art, etc. 



PRACTICES 
Cultures: Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 

 Examples of cultural practices 
– Patterns of behavior accepted by society 

– Social interaction in a specific cultural context 

– Personal, small group, or societal 

– What to do when and where 

– How to interact 

– They may be things such as: 

• rites of passage 

• the use of formal and informal language 

• the social “pecking order” 

• the use of personal space 

• when to embrace or shake hands  



PERSPECTIVES 
Cultures: Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 

 Examples of cultural perspectives 
• Traditional ideas, attitudes, and values 

• Underlying beliefs or values that justify                           

 a product or practice 

• What individuals think or do from their own  

 particular points of view 

• World view, belief system 

• The perspectives of a culture are often difficult 

 to articulate for one’s own culture 

• They are even more difficult to articulate                       

  for another culture 



alfeñiques 
 

cempasúchil 

calaveras 

Setting up  
an ofrenda 

recordar 

celebrar 

visiting the cemetery 

el ciclo de la vida 





Good source material  

for cultural products & practices 

• Folktales 
• Films 
• Magazines, newspapers 
• Television shows 
• Websites and online media 
• Theater and dance 
• Sports events 
• Music and music videos 
• Tickets, receipts, ephemera 
• Brochures & advertisements 
• Photos and art 



What is 

realia? 

I know it 

when I 

see it! 

Objects from real life or from 

the real world, as opposed 

to theoretical constructs or 

fabricated examples; 

especially, such objects 

used as instructional or 

classroom aids. 



“Materials which convey the everyday life of different cultures” (cultural products) 



Photos can depict cultural products and practices 



Where do  

we FIND  

realia? 



…on the  

newsstand! 



Online! 

www.omninternet.com/news/news.asp 





 

The Realia Project  

www.realiaproject.org 
 



www.miscositas.com/realiamenu.html 

www.MisCositas.com 





www.miscositas.com/authenticmaterials.html 

• music 

• tv & videos 

• podcasts & radio 

• magazines & newspapers 

• children’s lit & folklore 

• games and fun 



The Politics of Art simulation 
www.learner.org 



Questions? Comments? 
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